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ARE MORMON

TempLES Christian?

The Mormon Church, known officially as the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
operates over 100 temples worldwide. It
claims that these impressive looking buildings
serve the same purpose as the Jerusalem
temple described in the Bible. It also claims
that Jesus and His apostles instituted and
practiced the secret rituals performed in
Mormon temples, including baptism for the
dead and eternal marriage. Further, the
Mormon Church claims that it is the only true
Christian church on the face of the earth,
becauise it alone has “restored” these lost
temple practices of original Christianity.

But are these Mormon claims credible? Are
they supported by historical evidence? Most
importantly, are they supported by the Bible,
God’s Holy Word?

This brochure will show that there is no basis
or support in the Bible or early Christian
history for Mormon temples and the rituals
performed in them. They are the invention of
Mormon founder Joseph Smith, not something
taught in the Bible for Christians of the New
Testament age.

No Common Purpose

A comparison of the activities of the Biblical temple
and Mormon lemples shows clearly thal the lwo have
nothing in common. Consider first the purpose of the
hiblical temple. Its sole function was to teach the need for
atonement of sins as a precondition for authentic worship
of the true and living God. The location of (he altar of
burnt offering immediately in front of the only entrance to
the Jerusalem temple (see Figure 1) illustrates this. It
emphasized that God's love and acceptance can only be
exlended (o the sinmer whose [ransgressions have heen
horne by His lamb of sacrifice. Solomon expressed this
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singular purpose of (he lemple in
2 Chronicles 2:6: “who am | then,
that I should build him an house,
save only to burn sacrifice before

him?™

By contrast. Mormon temples
exist as places to perform
unusual riluals, such as baptism
for the dead and eternal
marriage. Mormons are also
taught secret handshakes there
and are given secrel names (hat
are said to be necessary to enter heaven. Through these
temple rituals men and women can become gods and
goddesses, according to the Mormon Church.? It claims
(hal these riles were a parl of early Chrislianily bul were
sahotaged by false teachers, It claims that all other
churches are false and apostate;” that Mormenism is the
only true form of Christianity in the world. However, these
Mormon lemple riluals are not supporled by the Bible,
anclent Jewish literature, or early Christian history.

Hong Kong, China

Inside each Mormon temple there is an impressive
baptismal foril mounled on (he backs of (welve lile-size,
sculpted oxen (see Figure 2). This font is modeled after a
description in the Bible of a large basin (also called a
“laver” or “sea’) that was located just outside the door of
Solomon's lemple (2 Chronicles 4:2, 15, see Figure 1).
However, the basin at the hiblical temple was not used for
baptisms, as the Mormon Church teaches (for Christian
baptism is a New Testament ordinance). Rather, the
Scriptures plainly slale that il was used by the priests o
wash themselves after offering animal sacrifices in
preparation for ministry in the sanctuary (Exodus 30:18-

20: 2 Chronicles 4:2-6). The Mormon practice of baptism for

the dead is neither a Jewish nor Christian praclice, bul
rather contraclicts New Testament teaching regarding
baptism and salvation.

Likewise, the Mormon (emple rile of eternal marriage was
never practiced in the biblical temple. Again, there is not
one mention of such a temple rite anywhere in the Bible,
ancient Jewish literature or early Christian history. To the

contrary, in Romans 7:2 the apostle Paul clearly teaches
that marriage is only for mortal life: *For the woman
which hath an hushand is bound by the law (o her
husband so long as he liveth.” Likewise, Jesus taught us
that, “in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are
given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in
heaven” (Matthew 22:30). The Mormon temple rite of
eternal marriage is not a Christian or biblical practice.

Biblical Rules Violated

A second point to consider is that many of the rules God
revealed for the hiblical temple are violated in Mormon
temples. Here are four examples:

" God appointed only one temple to reflect the fact that

there is only one true God (Deuteronomy 12:5,13-
14: 16:5,6). By conirasl, the Morrmon Church operales
scores of temples, in violation of this divine mandade.

" Only priests were allowed to enter the biblical
temple. Worshippers — even the king of [srael' —
came no further than the altar of burnt offering in the
rard. Since non-priests are allowed to enter and
participate in Mormon temple activities, this is another point
at which Mormon lemple practice viclates hiblical
revelation.

" All activtties in the biblical temple were public
knowledge. They are spelled oul in detail in
Scripture {for example. Exodus 30:7-10; Leviticus 4:5-7;
16:1-34; 24:1-9).” The Bible warns the Christian against
participation in secret activities (Matthew 10:26-27:
Ephesians 5:11-12). And Jesus allirmed that He had no
secret teachings, “I spake openly to the world,.. in secret
have 1 said nothing" (John 18:20). In sharp conirast, the
Mormon Church insists on keeping its temple rituals secret.”

%, The Bible sets forth strict lineage requirements for the

Aaronic priesthoad. It teaches very explicitly that only
men from the tribe of Levi and the family line of Aaron
were qualified lo serve as priests in the lemple sancluary
(Numbers 3:10; Exodus 29:9; Numbers 18:1-7).7

The Mormon Church claims (o have a resiored Aaronic
priesthood, but completely ignores this plain lineage
requirement of Scripture.”

The Temple Made Obsolete

At the end of His earthly ministry, Jesus Christ predicted
that the Jerusalem lemple was about (o be destroyed
(Matthew 24:1-2). He told his disciples: “verily | say unto you,
There shall not be left here one stone upon another.”

Covenant)

Holy Place {larger
room with lampstands,
Holy of Holies tables for showbread,
[smaller room with ? altar of incense)
Cherubim and X 5
Arle of the —i
[

Figure 1 —
SOLOMON'S
TEMPLE

960-586 B.C.
Descriptions found in
the Bible: 1 Kings 6;
2 Chronicles 34

This prophecy was fulfilled in A.D.
70, when the Roman general Titus
demolished the temple: it has never since

heen rebuill. Elsewhere, Jesus said thal e

temple worship was about to be replaced by a

new form of worship without a temple building: “the

hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor
yel al Jerusalem, worship the Father... Bul {he hour
cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall
worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father
seeketh such to worship him” (John 4:21,23).
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A dramatic event at the time of Christ's death on the cross
signaled the end of temple worship. The Gospels record
that at the very moment Jesus expired, “the veil of the
temple was rent in twain from the top to the hottom®
(Matthew 27:51; also Mark 15:38; Luke 23:45), Before its
rending at the time of Jesus’ death, the thick lemple veil
(see Figure 1) had served as a barrier to prevent the priests
from secing into the temple’s inner room, the Holy of
Holies. This inner sanctum represented the place of God's
holy and glorious presence. Only he high priesl was
allowed to enter the Holy of Holies, once a year on the Day
of Atonement (Yom Kippur). This restriction signified that
access into God's presence was not truly provided by the
Old Covenanl. In the words of the New Teslament book of
Hebrews 9:8, “The Holy Ghost this signifying, that the
way into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest,
while as the first tabernacle was yet standing.” According
lo ancient Jewish accounis, the thick lemple veil was so
strong that two teams of oxen pulling in opposite
directions could not have torn it.” Surely. this
top-to-bottom tearing of the veil at the
moment of Chrisl's death was a supernatural
act of God, heaven’s response to the
completion of Jesus’ once-for-all
atoning sacrifice on the
cross. (Notably, no cross
[ Altarof 7 is displayed on Mormon
(. temples, unlike Christian
1 churches.) Through faith
in Jesus Christ,
believers are now
granted free
access info the
Very presence

% [lugh Claycombe 1993

ol God. In the words of the New Testament book of
Hebrews: “Seeing then that we have a great high priest.
that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God...
Let us therefore come
boldly unto the (hrone of
grace, that we may
obtain merey, and find
grace to help in time of
need” (Hebrews 4:14-16;
see also 6:19:10:19-22),

The rending of the veil
signified the end of the
temple worship system.
That system is now obsolete, and we no longer need a
human priest or temple. Under the New Covenant
eslablished hy Jesus Chrisl, He is the believer's High
Priest in the very sanctuary of Heaven itself. Thus, a
“Christian temple” such as the Mormon Church proposes.
is a contradiction in terms.

Lima, Peru

— Luke P Wilson
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Is MorMONISM Christian?

This question may be accurately resolved by a careful
comparison of the basic doctrines of the Mormon religion
with the basic doctrines of historic, biblical Christianity. In
making this comparison we have used standard Mormon
doctrinal books to represent their teaching,

1. Is there more than one true God?

The Bible teaches that there is only one True and Living
God and apart from Him there are no other Gods
(Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah 43:10.11; 44:6,8; 45:21,22;
46:9; Mark 12:29-34).

By contrast. the Mormon Church teaches that there
are many Gods (Book of Abraham 4:3ff), and that
human beings can become gods and goddesses in the
Celestial Kingdom (Doctrine and Covenants [D&C]
132:19-20: Cospel Principles [GP], 1997, p. 245: Achieving
a Celestial Marriage [ACM], p. 130). It also teaches that
those who achieve godhood will have spirit children
who will worship and pray to them, just as we worship
and pray to God the Father (GP, p. 502).

2. Was God the Father once a
man like us?

The Bible teaches that God is Spirit (John 4:24; 1Timothy
6:15.16). He is not a man (Numbers 23:19; Hosea 11:9;
Romans 1:22, 23), and has always feternally) existed as
God — all powerful. all knowing. and everytvhere present
(Psalm 90:2: 139:7-10: Isaiah 40:28; Luke 1:37).

By contrast, the Mormon
Church teaches that God the
Father was once a man like us
who progressed to become a
God and has a body of flesh and
bome (Doctrine and Covenants
130:22). Joseph Smith taught,
“God himself was onee as we are
now, and is an exalted man, and
sits enthroned in yonder

g

Mexico City, Mexico

heavens!” (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith [TRJS), pp. 345-347;
GF, p. 9). Indeed, the Mormon Church teaches that God himself
has a father, and a grandfather, ad infinitum (TRJS, p. 375).

3. Are Jesus and Satan spirit brothers?

The Bible teaches that Jesus is the unique Son of God. He has
always extsted as God, and is co-efernal and co-equal with the
Father (John 1;1,14; 10:30; Colossians 2:9), His incarnation was
accomplished through being conceived supernaturally by the
Holy Spirit and born of a virgin (Matthew 1:18-23: Luke 1:34-35).

By contrast, the Mormon Church
teaches that Jesus Christ is our elder
brother who progressed to godhood,
having first been procreated as a
spirit child by Heavenly Father and

a heavenly mother, and later
conceived physically through
intercourse between Heavenly Father
and the virgin Mary (ACM, p. 129;
Mormon Doctrine [MD), pp. 546-
547,742). It affirms that Jesus and

Lucifer are brothers (GP, pp. 17-18].  Seoul, Korea
4. Can we make ourselves worthy

before God?

The Bible teaches that apart from Jesus Christ we are "dead
in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1,8) and powerless to
save ourselves, By grace alone, apart from self-righteous
works, God forgives our sins and makes us worthy to live in
His presence (Ephesians 2:8-9: Titus 3:5-6). Our part is
only to cling to Christ in heartfelt faith.

By contrast, the Mormon Church teaches that eternal
life in the presence of God (the “celestial kingdom")
must be merited and earned by obeying various
Mormon laws and temple rituals (GP, pp. 303-504).

5.Is the Bible the unique and final
Word of God?

The Bible teaches it is the unique, final and infallible Word of
God (2 Timothy 3:18; Hebrews 1:1,2; 2 Peter 1:21) and that
it will stand forever (1 Peter 1:23-25).
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By contrast, the Mormon Church teaches that the Bible has
been corrupted, and is missing many “plain and precious
things." (Boolc of Mormon — 1 Nephi 13:26-29), It also holds
that the Book of Mormon and two other volumes produced by
Mormon founder Joseph Smith are inspired seripture of equal
or greater authority than the Bible,

Conclusion: Mormons and Christians share some important
moral precepts from the Bible. However, the above points show
that there are many fundamental and irreconcilable differences
between Mormonism and historic, biblical Christianity, and
that Mormonism is not an authentic expression of the
apostolic Christian gospel.

DiD Jesuis ESTABLISH

BAPTISM FOR THE DEAD?

The Mormon Church claims that its temple ritual of
baptism for the dead was established by Jesus Christ and
was part of earliest Christianity. It points to 1 Corinthians
15:29 — the sole hiblical reference to the practice — as
support for this claim. The verse reads: “Else what shall
they do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise
not at all? why are they then baptized for the dead?”

Even the Encyclopedia of Mormenism (a 1992 work

published under the supervision of the

Quorum of the Twelve Apostles of the
Mormon Church') admits that this is &

the only biblical mention of the rite: “He WI

[Paul| refers to a practice of vicarious

baptism, a practice for which we

have no other evidence in the P ik =
ke
Pauline or other New Testament | ,_," =

B = o
or early Christian writings." - =Y.
i 5‘( o

Clearly in this verse the practice is
merely mentioned, not taught. The
theme of 1 Corinthians 15 is the resur-
rection of the body as a central doctrine
of the Christian gospel. Some among
the Corinthian congregation were denying this central
tenet of the faith (verse 12), Against them. Paul
marshals a series of arguments for the reasonableness
of the doctrine. His mention of baptism for the dead in

Figure 2 — Mo
Baptismal Font

verse 29 is one in this series of arguments for resurrec-
tion. The apostle’s point is to show the logical inconsis-
tency of those who deny the resurrection. yet engage in
a practice — baptism for the dead — which {s based on
the hope of resurrection. Notably, the Encyclopedia of
Mormonism espouses this same inferpretation of the
verse: *...Paul clearly refers to a distinct group within
the Church. a group that he accuses of inconsistency
between ritual and doctrine,™

The fact that Paul's mention of the rite is not an
endorsement is signaled by the impersonal manner in
which he refers to those who practice it: “Else what shall
they do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise
not at all? why then are they baptized for the dead?”

If the practice was truly a part of apostolic teaching,

we might have expected him to say “what shall we do...”
or “what shall you do...”

Notice also that in verses 30-32 the apostle immediately
contrasts the (likely Christian) fringe group practicing
baptism for the dead with himself and the broader
Christian community: “And why stand we in jeopardy
every hour... what advantageth it me if the dead rise not.”
Indeed, everywhere else in the chapter Paul consistently
addresses his readers as “you” (vv.1,2,3,11,12,14,17
31,34.36,51.58). or (including himself], “we™ or “us” [vv.
3.15,19.30,32,49.51,52).

[t is clear from Romans 9:1-3 and 10:1-4
that the apostle Paul was acutely
conscious that many among his own
Jemsh kinsmen were outside the
& gospel fold. If Paul taught baptism
== ~\ forthe dead. as the Mormon
1y - i Church claims, it is inexplicable
i | that he would exclude himself from those
5 who practiced the rite, as he surely
does when he writes, “what shall they
do which are baptized for the dead?”

But would the apostle Paul use a practice of which he disap-
proved (baptism for the dead) to support something he wanted
to aftirm (resurrection)? On thoughtful study. this objection
proves to have much less basis than first meets the eye:
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¢ Firsl, Paul has already associaled Lhe rite with a [ringe
group. So in Lhis sense, il had no positive slanding and
needed no special refutation.

¢ Second, history has amply vindicaled the apostle’s
inspired judgment. The praclice ol baplism [or the dead
in [act never became widespread.

¢ Third, (he aposlle's slalemenl in the first chapler of

1 Corinthians, "Christ senl me nol (o baplize bul lo preach
the gospel” (1:17). is a reminder thal il is nol baptism but
[aith in Chrisl thal is essental [or salvation. This is an
indirect slap al the logic of baptism for the dead, which
implies thal baplism is essential. (We can also detect in 1:17
a clue thal the Corinthian Christians over-rated baptism,
which probably helps explain (he development there ol this
aberrant practice.)

Conclusion: The Mormon lemple ritual of baptism for the
dead was nol established by Jesus or his apostles. Il is not
a biblical or Chrislian practice. _ Luke P Wilson
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Would you like more information?

Longer versions ol the three arlicles in this brochure are available on the
internet at: werw irr.org/ mit/biblepage humnl. Also available is a non-
denominational Bible study course — www,irr.org/mit /hibstudy. html,
and many other items. These items are also available free on request by
writing o the Institule lor Religions Research.
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